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Aniftiidmgiits to the Claimss 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claims in 
fhe application: 

30 Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for interleaving print jobs comprising: 

receiving a plurality of original print jobs at a non-printer 
oomputiiig device; 

35 breaking dow n at least one of said original print jobs into ^ 

plurality 9^ gmflller sub-jobs with said non-printer computing device; 

tapping sa id plurality of smaller sub-jobs with an output mode 
code wherein said output mode code is the same for all said smaller 
sub-jobs originating from the same <yri gi gal print ^ob; 

40 interleaving sai d small^ sub-job s and anv rem aining nripinal 

tttintiobs in an ahematiiiig sequenc e of nrint jobs witii said non-^ninter 
computing device; and 

sending sai d alternating sequence of print jobs aAneba to a 
printer in said sequence. 

45 2. (previously amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said non- 

printer computing device is a client computing device* 

3. (pineviousiy amended) The me&od of claim 1 wherein said non- 
prints computing device is a networic print server. 

4. (cancelled) 
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50 5. (previously amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said breaking 

down is performed by a sofhvare print system component in an 
operating system print server. 

6. (cancelled) 

7» (previously amended) The method of claim 5 wherein said print 
55 system component is independent of an operating system print driver. 

8« (previoiasly amended) The method of claim 5 wherein said print 
system component is a network print spooler diat is indep^dent of a 
printer. 

9. (previously amended) The method ofclaimS wherein said print 
60 system component is a network print driver. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein said breaking down results 
in sub-jobs of approximately equal size. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 wheiein said breaking down results 
ui sub-jobs of gqsproxlmately equal printing tune. 

65 12. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein said alternating sequence 

places sub-jobs originating fiom smaller original print jobs toward the 
fix>nt of the print order. 

1 3 . (currently amended) A method for interleaving print jobs, said 
method comprising: 

70 receiving a plurality of original print jobs at a non-printer, print 

system contponent before said jobs arrive at a printer; 

breaking down at least one of said original print j obs into a 
pluralitv of s maller sub-jobs with said print system component; 
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tat^pinp jgfliH plurality of smaller sub»iobs with an outpiit mode 
75 code wherein said output mode code is the same for al l said smftller 

sul>jobf i fm'fTinati' ng fiom the same ori f^nnl print \t%h* 

interleaving said smaller s ub-jobs and any remaining original 
print jobs i n an alternating sequence of print ^obs w ith said print 
system component and 

80 sending said alternating sequence of nrint jobs o ub jobs to a 

printer in said sequence. 

14. (currently amended) A method for reducing delay of smaller print 
jobs in a print queue, said method comprising; 

receiving a plurality of original print jobs at a print system 
85 component before said print jobs arrive at a printer, said plurality of 

original print jobs comprising at least one larger print job and at least 
one smaller print job; 

breaking down said larger original print job into smaller sub- 
jobs; 

90 tofxpinp amaner fg^iVjobs With an outmrt mode code: 

interleaving said sub-jobs with said smaller original print job in 
an alternating sequence; and 

sending said sub-jobs and said smaller original print job to a 
printer in said sequence. 

95 15. (original) Themctfaodof claim 14 fiulherconxprishig breaking down 

said smaller original print job into smaller sub-jobs and ^^4ierein said 
interleaving comprises interleaving said smaller sub-jobs fiom said 
larger print job with said smaller sub-jobs from said smaller print job. 
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1 6. (cuziently amended) A system for interleaving print jobs before said 
100 printjobs arrive at a printer, said system comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a plurality of origuial print jobs, before said print 
jobs arrive at a printer; 

a partitioner for breaking down at least one of said original print jobs into 
a pluralitv of smaller sub-jobs; 

105 *^e8*^ tagging said pluraKtv of smaller sub-jobs with an output mode 

code wherein said output mode code is the same for all said sanaller 
sub-iobs originating fiom the same original mint iob: 

an interieaver for interleaving saidOToallCT subnob s and any remaining 
original print jobs in an alternating sequenc e of print jobsix and 

110 a sender for sending sai d altematii^! sequence of print jobs sub-jobs to a 

printer. 

17. (currently amended) A con4>uter readable medium oon^rising 
instrucdons for performing functions within a non-jnrinter, print system 
component, said instructions comprising the acts of; 

lis receiving a plurality of original print jobs at a print system 

component before said print jobs arrive at a printer; 

breaking dow n at least one of said origmal print jobs into^ 
pluralitv of s maller sub^jobs; 

tagging said plurality of smaller suh-iobs with an output mode 
120 code wherein said output mode code is the same for gll g^id smaller 

sufa^iobs originating from the same original larint iob: 

interleaving sai d smaller sub-job s with anv remaining original 
print jobs in an ahemating sequence of print jobs: and 
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sending said dtematinp sequence of print iobs wMebs to a 
125 printer in said sequence. 

18. (currently amended) A computer data signal embodied in an 

electronic transmission, said signal having the function of interleaving 
print jobs, said signal comprising instructions for anon-printer» print 
system component to perform the acts of: 

130 receiving aplundity of original print jobs at aprint system 

component before said print jobs arrive at a printer; 

breaking dow n at least one of said original print jobs into^ 
plurality of smaller sub^jobs; 

tagging said pluarilitv of smaller sub-jobs with an output mode 
135 code herein said output mode code is the same for all said nmal W 

giib-jnha nripln^^rinp frr>m ^bft tome oriiHnal prfnt lOb: 

interleavix^ sai d smaller sub-iob s and anv remaining original 
print )obs in an alternating sequenc e of print jobs: and 

sending sai d altennating sequence of print iobs oub lobfl to a 
140 printer in said sequence. 
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